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— E ought certainly, with the 
greateſt Thankfulneſs, to en- 
joy the Bleſſings which a boun= 

| God altos, and contentedly wait 

Jour Diſmiſſion: But ſtill, Earth is not Hea- 

ven, but a kind of Baniſnment from our 

Father's Houſe. - How: can we believe and 

Hove, and not long to poſſeſs: and enjoy! 

e lives long who lives well. Uſefulneſs, 

and not Hours, ſhould meaſure our Dura- 

tion. 


—lt is no ſinall Comfort to refle& upon 
our daily drawing near to a better Life. 
May our heavenly Father give us an unde- 
layed Meeting there! For tho' the longeſt 
Life 1s comparatively but for a Moment, 
yet the Minutes of Abſence from ſo dear | 

A 2 and 


= 4 
— . 4 
s 7 
EY 8 * 


and glorious a Being, may, in Chriſti: n 


| God, to maintain Vigour of Mind, * 


Body. 


dom and Goodneſs had oy Thing to do in 


> 2 r 
5 „ + . 5 
* 
» 


| 
| [ 4 3 
A, well be accounted Ages. 2 
= t were very defi rable, by the Will off 


Health of Body, for Uſefulneſs in Life, and 
the Comfort of it. But tho?.a gradual De- 
cay takes us off from the Reliſh of Life, 
yet it yields us this Conſolation, that ſhort- 
ly our Spirits will aſcend with Ardors. off 
Love to the Regions of Holineſs, and will 
there receive a divine Nature, as our Bo- 
dies will a divine Form, and ſo we ſhall 


reſemble the Son of God both in Soul * 


1 * FR ſinee "A my ſettled Opi. 
nion, *that the moſt exalted State in this 
Life, without Reſpect to Eternity, is not 
worth a Thought or Wiſh. © We have De- 
ſires of Good greater than all worldly Thingy 
can fatisfy, and Capacities for Good large 
than they can fill: So that we are ſtill de- 
ſtitute and craving, how large ſoever our 
Portion be, and how free ſoever our Indul- 
gence is to ſenſitive Enjoyments. This 
Conviction we have from within ourſelves, 
that we are made for ſomething more ex 
cellent. A Truth as certain, as that Wiſ 


our Compoſition, 0 
; Ng ——(30C 


> BE 
odd mike me uſeful in Life till he; is 
© S$leafed to call me hence. I think no Cir- 
Jumſtance in Life here can make it a tole- 
able State of Being, ſave as we are, and 
under the Proſpect of a perfect one to 
Wome on ſhortly. Z 4 


Without God all Things are Emptineſs 
Old Vexation, and it muſt be ſo till we 
me to have an uninterrupted Employ- 
"Went of all our Faculties upon him, in per- 
Etual Imitations of him, and an exact Re- 
Imblance of him in his moral Perfections. 
Inder the Views of this I think Death a greag 
| Frivilege, not a Puniſhment. Spirit no more 
dan Matter can be at reſt till in its Centre. 


1s NotY Pray for me, that as long as God ſees 
to continue me here, I may be a faithful 
Id happy Servant, and at laſt give up my 
Eccount with Joy. Life i is now drawing to 
Coſe, and I think it a great Mercy, 
ce our Days are evil, they are ſo few! 
"What we are not longer kept in this lo W 


This ate of Being, where our Knowledge of 
ſelves d is ſo imperfect, our Capacities for him 
* Sy narrow and limited, our Acquaintance - 

WI 


ch him ſo broken and interrupted, and 
r Indiſpoſition for it ſo great, altho?* he is 
2 Original of our Being, and the Object 
our Happineſs. —Shall animal Nature 
- after ſuitable Refreſhment, and ſhall 
f A 3 nor 


» do in 


nm (a0 9 
* 


the all- wiſe and good God to circumſtance 


by improving all the Advantages I hayd 


Multiplicity of my Affairs deny me tht 


2 0 4 Callas in 30e, upon the /a 


16] 
not rational. Nature pant after its ſpiritual Wat 
Perfection? All T have to deſire in Life, un. 
worthy of any thing at all, is to fill up the 
Remainder in Thaukfylneſs ro God, Uſe- 
fulneſs to Man, and a growing Meetneſs fol 
the heavenly World.—I am ſometimes api 
to regret, that Age and Experience, which 
qually uvalify the Mind for greater Uſefulneſs, 

ould unfit the Body; but ſo it has pleaſed! 


us in this World.—T bleſs God, that bo 
the little Time J have to live (and, if hd 
Tees fit, he may ſhorten the evil Days) | 
have no Views 1n Life but to honour him} 


for promoting his Intereft, and the Good 
of my Fellow Creatures.—And tho' tha 


Honour done me of your Court of accept; 
ting the Name of their Agent (very ſenſi 
ble I am of this Mark of their Eſteem. 

Confidence) yet they ſhall not of thi 
Thing, by doing your Country all the good 
Offices in my Power. — 


—_— 4 _ 


n 


Occaſian. 


He various Affair 1 am engage 
in, beſides my private Concern 
make it impoſũble for me to © go * 


1 
irituall at Truſt in the Manner I ought : ? But 1 
fe. un- Jo aflure you, and the reſt of the Gentle 
un che hen (as I wrote Mr. Willard, I will de 

Uſe.Mem all the Services in my Power; and T 


o really think I may fay, will have more 


eſs for! FO 27 
zit Veight, and be better attended to without, 


les apt. 
wheel han under the Character of Agent, 

ul ſs, | : 1 br : 
leaſed I have on divers Occaſions, where I 


Found Impreſſions made to the Diſadvantage . 
at for bf your Country, endeavoured to wipe 
if he them off, and ſet Things in a true Light, 
ys) Ind I ſhall continue on all proper Occaſions, 
him, Nhat in me lies, to promote your Intereſt 
I havennd Welfare with great Pleaſure and Satis- 
oodfattion ; for I know no greater Pleaſure in 

” th Life, nor other End worth living for, than 
Hoing all the (little) Good we can. 


xe thy 
$54.5") "OY September 
13. 1735. 


ſtance 


ſenſi 
m and 5 44 
ers thank you for the Memoirs of Mrs. 
Turell's Life; an Example worthy Imita- 
tion, a Loſs very afflicting. Yet, was not 
Self- love too predominant, and our Faith 
of inviſible Realities too weak, we ſhould 
rejoyce at a pious Relative's Admiſſion into 
the Society of the Bleſſed. We congratu- 
late upon any petty Advantages gained in 
roug}*Þis Jow. State of Being; and again we 

E : — - - 


1 


mourn - their Advancement to the higheſ 


| qi 
Degrees of Honour and Felicity, becauſ⸗ 1 
out of our Ken! Such aukward and prepo4 
ſterous Creatures are we— 
| | „„ me 
I here remit you two hundred Pound th. 
Sterling “, which I deſire you to diſpoſe off pr, 
in ſuch a Manner as may be moſt for theY ſes 
Honour of God, in promoting the Know- a 
ledge and Practice of Religion, or in the of 
Relief of the neceſſitous Members of our th 
Saviour. © n 
e 3 be 
var "4 ly 
£16 1736. m 
1 Thank you for Mrs. Gerriſti's Letter, a 
1 moſt acceptable Preſent !] to ſee the Sere- M 
nity and Calmneſs of Mind ſhe poſſeſſes in the 7 ; 
midſt of Pain, c. which muſt be the Ef. 7a] 
fect of a Will wholly devoted, and intirely . ſei 


reſigned to God; the happieſt State on 
Earth, as being neareſt to that of Heaven. 


At the ſame Time I muſt lament myſelf, 
that I find it hard ſometimes to bear upagainſt 
the little common Inconveniencies which 
unavoidably attend our preſent State, a- 
midſt all the Peace, Plenty, and every a- 
e greeable 


The whole of my Receipts from this excellent 
Perſon in Books and Bills of Exchange, amounts to 
no leſs than 4847 1, N ew-England Currency. | 


1 [9] * 
greeable Circumſtance, which a good God 
has favoured ſo unworthy a Creature with. 


1gheſ| 
Yecaule! 


prepo when 1 
| The Uſe I would make of it is this, the 

A £ more to endear himſelf and my Duty to me, 

ound 


the more earneſtly to long after, and to 
ofe prepare for the heavenly World, the Prai- 
or they ſes of which I would fain anticipate here by 
now. a ſimilar Temper.— Vet I am fo conſcious 
in the of my many Sins and Imperfe&ions, that 
f ou the utmoſt I durſt aſk my Maker, were it 


not for the Chriſtian Revelations, would 
be only this. That I might not be eternal- 
ly miſerable, nor loſe that Exiſtence J have 
made no better Uſe of, 1 


I had almoſt faid I am ſorry to hear of 
Mrs. Gerriſti's Death; but I recal myſelf; 
I muſt rejoyce that God has been pleaſed to 
take to himſelf, from this painful and mi- 
ſerable Life, one ſo ripe for Heaven. 


I had but one Son, and it pleaſed God 
early to take him from me. My Comfort 
in the Loſs of him and my dear Mother 
was, that I had in each one Attachment 
leſs to Earth, one Argument more for 
Heaven. I bleſs God I have juſt Reaſon to 
hope my Children fear him, having lon 
ſince given up themſelves. to him. 

thank God, neither I nor they are for ha- 
. | zarding 


Mx] 


rarding the future for any preſent Advan- 1 
tages of Life. I hope my Treaſure is in 
Heaven, and would to > God my Heart were 
more there. Abſtract from God and Futu- 


rity, I would. not accept of an Eternity Ha 


here upon any given Circumſtances what | 


ſoever. We are made for God, and with- Ny 


out him the whole Creation were nothing, | 
leſs than nothing and.-Vanity,—And yet 
this empty impertinent World is conti- } 


nually breaking in upon my Mind, and di- Iti 


ſturbing my Communion. with a better. 
But why give I the World ſuch hard Names, 
which is in itſelf good, when alas! it is 
my own vainer Heart, Self-will and Self- 
love that is the Occaſion of all, and will be 
ſo till I come to looſe m yielf i in God, | 
(if I may fo ſpeak) and self ore be ſwal: 4 


med up in ba. 


e 


1 me to do, and then welcome Death, 


welcome Eternity, which I hope will con- 


ſign me to my Saviour's Boſom, * is 
Takes af _ for WW 77-45 


1 
24 4 


T I live only to do the Will of | 
God, and Bain the Work he has 


It 


of 


in 


dvan- 
is in 
t were 
Futu- 
ernity 
—_ ure to ſpeak, it would ſay I have had a ve- 
of 
1 yet Hleſſing. Did infinite Wiſdom ſee it ne- 
conti- 
id di- 


[ 11 } 
It has pleaſed God, and his Will bo 
done, to continue our Child under fore 


Pains and Diſorder, till ſhe is brought to 
Ihe very Brink of the Grave, and we are 


daily expecting her Departure. Was Na- 


y uncomfortable Summer, but Grace mutt 
Pon it has been filled with Mercy and 


eſſary to make the Captain of our Salva- 
tion perfect through Suffering, who knew 
o Sin, and ſhall we, ſinful Creatures, pre- 
tend to an Exemption? Our Corruptions 


s make theſe Inciſions neceſſary, and perhaps 
the more painful ſtill the more neceſſary: 
Were we detached from the Creature, deh- 
» E vered from inordinate Self- love, crucified 
from the World; and did we make God 


our 8 —_ oy would Submiſſion be? 


May he be 


to work us up to this 
happy Diſpoſtion that we may never, will 


any Thing but what he would have us to 


vill by the Rules of his Goſpel, and the 
Courſe of his Providence. 


We: are here as Patients ſent into an „He. 
pita for our Recovery, and when the Cure 
is perfected on our Minds, and the Work 

of Grace in our Hearts, we ſhall get to Reft 
in our Father's Houſe ; and I doubt not but 
as __ as this Frame is broke, this Knot 
untied, 


the Sleep of the Soul till the Morning of 


State of Diſtance and Abſence from him ; 


— _ 4; * 1 3 W 3 0 . 5 Gat als RN _ 


I _ V 
_nritied; we ſhall meet in God the Felicity! 
of . Spirits. What a Chaſm would 


the Reſurrection make in our Exiſtence?) 
And tho? it be ſaid we ſhall not be ſenſible 
of it, it were never the leſs real. How! 
ever faſhionable this Doctrine may grow, 
yet it is uncomfortable, unſcriptural, andi 
unphiloſophical, It may as well be for any 
indeterminate Number of Ages, if at all 
and it were really ſo much Loſs of Being to 

us.—And will the Father of our Spirits (to 
freak after the Manner of Men) when he 
has been at ſo much Coſt and Trouble tor 
bring us to love and delight in him, throw 
us into a kind of Non-entity ? Can he want 
Entertainment for an unimbodied Mind? 
Or can that want a Capacity for him, when 
yet, under all the preſent Diſadvantages of 
this vile Body, it can liſp out that it loves 
him, and tell him that it is weary of this 


where it knows ſo little, and loves no 
more, and longs therefore to be diſſolved? 
And has God himſelf wrought us up to this 
ſelf- ſame Thing, and will he diſappoint us 
when the Spirit is leaving the Body, big 
with Hopes of ſeeing, Eire and enjoy- 
ing him for ever? 


Well, 


[ 13 ] 
Well, I am fully convinced, that the 
oft” defitable and happy State in this 
ife is, that Chriſtian Perfection, which 
nſiſts in the Union of our Souls with 
od, and in a cloſe and intimate Commu- 
on with him; that no Friends on Earth 
nverſe more frequently, more freely, 
ore tenderly together. And hereby we 
quire a Greatneſs of Soul, which raiſes us 
Dve all Events of Life, frees us from all 
due Regards to Men, gives us Courage 
d Strength for a becoming Diſcharge of 
uty, on all Occaſions to acquit ourſelves 
ell; inſpires us with a Courage truly 
hriſtian i in all we undertake, and gives us 
continual Victory over ourſelves and Paſ- 
ons. And could we but once diveſt our- 
lves, and make God all in all to us, what 
leaſure and Tranſport ſhould we not feel 
it? Methinks theſe Truths, which, when 
onſidered, force the Aſſent of the Mind, 
rould draw the Will after them, and fix 
e Attention and Affection on the all- de- 
rable Object. 


Felicity} 
would! 
ning of 
ſtence ! 
ſenſible 
How 
grow, 
I, and! 
for any 
at all; 
eing to 
its (to 
nen he 
1ble to 
throw 
e want 
Mind? 
, when 
ges of 
t loves 
Ff this | 
him; 
eS no 
ved? 
o this 
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Well, 


| keeps its Hold, and would have all referre 
to it. . 


Had ſhe lived according to the Courſe « 


by bring our Wills into an intire Reſign: 


# is our Wiſdom, . Intereſt and Duty t 
do 


| Power to make a Virtue o 


n 41 * 1 . ' | 2 * 
w happy would it be for us, if w 
could act as we reaſon, and as readi 


tion to the divine, as we are convinced : 


do! Nay, when we know the Will of Go 
muſt, and ſhall take Place, whether w 
will or not! And that God, by leaving ou 


Wills, has in a Manner put it into c 
E Necelr : | 
a complacential Acquieſcence in his Diſpc 
fals of us: For God feems to have lefc u 
Wills, not that we ſhould keep them, buf 
that we ſhould have ſomething, to offer 1 
him, ſacrificing ours to his. This wou!l, 
give us the tranſporting Pleaſure of ſeein 
durſelves co-operating with God. in all hi 
grand Deſigns worthy of himſelf, reſpec 
ing us and others. But alas ! this Self- ide 


My dear Child is gone to reſt, and, 
hope, we ſhall ſoon meet in Happinel: 


Nature, our Separation would have bec 


much longer. She is, I truſt, ſafely land 


— 


11 
d in the 1 Canaan. I am ſtill up- 
i the Sea, but I hope not far from Port. 
Tours, Days and Years preſs on as the 
aves, and ſhortly we 1 be out of 
5; if wi icht. May our Motion be ſwifter the 
as readiarer we approach the Centre of our Hap- 
Reſign: nels, our Deſires more ardent, our Prepa- 
onvinceſ tions greater, that fo an Entrance may be 
| (Wminiſtred 100 more 8 into the 
| of Goverlaſting-Kingdom.—How happy were It 
> ak or us, if T Things affected us ſuitable to their 
ving ou ature and Im 4 if God and hea- 
into c en! Things had but the Influence to draw 
Tity, s off from Earth, as earthly Things have 
8 lp 0 draw us down 60 then} 

e lefc u 7 | 

em, buf 
offer 
is woul, 
f ſeein; 
n all hi 
reſpea 
delt-1dall 
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